
Sunday, August 22, 2021 – Thirteen Sunday after Pentecost 

First Reading: Joshua 24: 1-2a, 14-18 
 

24: 1-2a, 14-15 - Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and said to all the 
people, “Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, 

whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 

 
24: 16-18 - Then the people answered, “It is the LORD our God who brought us and our 
ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs 

in our sight. He protected us along all the way and drove out before us all the peoples.  
Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

 
24: 31 –  
Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua 

and had known all the work that the Lord did for Israel.   
 

Judges 2: 7-10 repeats that sentence but then adds –  
Joshua died at the age of one hundred ten years.  Moreover, that whole generation was 

gathered to their ancestors, and another generation grew up after them who did not know the 
Lord or the work that he had done for Israel.  
 

Judges 21: 25 –  
In those days there was no king in Israel; all the people did what was right in their own eyes.  

 
Vs. Paul to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2: 2 –  
And what you have heard from me through many witnesses entrust to faithful people who will be 

able to teach others as well. 
 

The church and the Christian faith are always only one generation away from extinction.  

Psalm: Psalm 34: 15-22 
 
Verse 15 - The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and God’s ears are open to their cry. 

Verse 18 - The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those whose spirits are crushed.  
Verse 19 - Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the LORD delivers them from every one. 

 
Which of these promises is most precious to you right now? 
When has God seen your situation, heard your cry, been near to you when you were 

brokenhearted, saved you when your spirit was crushed, and delivered you from your troubles?   
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 6: 10-20 
 

Ephesus was a great economic and political power in the Roman empire. 
With the Temple of Artemis – one of the seven wonders of the ancient world – it was also a 
center of the powers of spiritual darkness. 

 
Acts 19: 11-12 – God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that when the handkerchiefs 

or aprons that had touched his skin were brought to the sick, their diseases left them, and the 
evil spirits came out of them. 



19: 13 – Some itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to use the name of the Lord Jesus over those who 
had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 

19: 14 – Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva  
19: 18-19 – A number of those who practiced magic collected their books and burned them 

publicly.  The value of those books came to fifty thousand silver coins.  
19: 20 – The word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.  
19: 23 – No little disturbance broke out concerning the Way.  

 
Ephesians 6: 10-12 -  

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.  Put on the whole armor of God, so that 
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For our struggle is not against enemies 
of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of 

this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  
 

1 Corinthians 15: 32 – If with merely human hopes I fought with wild animals (beasts) at 
Ephesus, what would I have gained by it?   
 

Ephesians 6: 13-17 –  
Take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and 

having done everything, to stand firm.   
The belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shoes of the gospel of peace, the shield 

of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
 
Here Paul expands on an image that he had introduced in 1 Thessalonians 5: 8 –  

Put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 
 

Everything else is for our protection.  Paul mentions only two offensive weapons – the Word of 
God, and prayer. 
 

Ephesians 6: 18-20 –  
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. Keep alert and always persevere 

in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be 
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

 
Ephesians 6: 24 – Grace be with all who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Vs. Revelation 2: 4 – I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.   
 
Gospel: John 6: 56-69 

 
6: 56-58 - “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the 

living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of 
me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and 
they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 

 
6: 60 - When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept 

it?”  
6: 66 - Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him.  
 

6: 67-69 - So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered 
him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe 

and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 


