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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes for June 28, 2022 

 

President Erich Korsten called the regular meeting of the Shepherd of the Hills Council to order at 10:00 

a.m. in the Education Building, Rooms 5 and 6.  Those in attendance were Erich Korsten, Dennis 

Johnson, Dottie Dudgeon, Donna Hawkinson, Pastor Jeff Teeples and Chris Lang via Zoom.  Those absent 

were Sue Kick and Dan Beck.  Guests included Lisa Ristuccia, Jim Skivington, Roger Miller, Debbie Vinopal 

and Marcia Schrage. 

Pastor Jeff opened the meeting with a prayer and a devotion from Luke 10 where Jesus sends out the 

disciples 2 by 2 to share the good news, and from 1 Peter 3:15 where we should be ready to explain to 

others the hope that is within us. 

The May 2022 meeting minutes were approved with the addition of the Finance Committee 

membership vote.  The June 16, 2022 Special Council meeting minutes were also approved. 

Guest speakers: 

• Lisa Ristuccia spoke supporting her request to use the Fellowship Hall, Youth Room and outdoor 
space to hold classes for a private school on Mondays, Wednesdays and some Fridays.  The 
Inspiration Academy (TIA).  She is flexible with the schedule if we need the area for funerals or 
special events. Answers of Council questions included: Insurance would include liability and property 
insurance. There would be $1M limit and additional umbrella insurance of $1-2 million; Private 
schools are not accredited by the state; She does have the EIN and corporation process set up; The 
school will make a donation to the church for use of the facility. 

• Marcia Schrage presented the quarterly reports for the Strategic Planning team of where each sub-
committee is in their process.  Any questions should be directed to Marcia. 

• Jim Skivington gave a presentation to Council which is attached. (amended) 
 
Pastor Jeff shared that he celebrated the 25th anniversary of his ordination in Whitefish, Montana where 
he began his ministry.  It was a refreshing time away for him.  He also reported updates as follows: 

• Discovery Event – Imago Christi –promotion of event needs to begin for the 3-day retreat the end of 
October  

• Rim Road Trip – 37 have signed up; max of 64. Music is being planned. Volunteers are being 
recruited to assist with planning. 

• “Following the footsteps of Jesus” is his summer sermon series 

• He is attending a webinar this Wednesday with ways to deal with the aftermath of Roe V Wade 
change 

• He will be on vacation on 7/31  

• He has been called to report for jury duty this month. 

• He is baptizing two boys on July 3rd.  They are not members but the family have several niches in the 
Columbarium and have chosen to be baptized here at SOTH.  Pastor will meet with the boys in 
advance to ensure they recognize the importance of this event. 

 
Dottie Dudgeon presented her report for Missions, Memorials and other committees.  There were no 
items needing approval. Her report is attached below. Music camp is progressing for week of FHHS fall 
break.   
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Dennis Johnson presented his report for SOTH Ministries.  No action items needed approval.  Matthew 
Frable asked for approval to hold concerts on November 13, 2022, February 5 and March 5, 2023.  The 
Council felt that we didn’t need to approve these items, but they have been noted as a calendar item.  
No formal vote was necessary. 
 
Dan Beck was not available to present his report in person, but a full written report is found below.  
Debbie noted that an estimate for pew reupholstering cannot be provided as the upholstery materials 
are not available therefore the company cannot give us a bid at this time.  
Additionally, termites were found in the sacristy coming down the ceiling beam. Debbie reported that 
our bug control warranty covers to fix the issue of the bug presence but not to repair the termite 
damage. We are still waiting assessment on damage in the beams. 
 
Chris Lang reviewed the financial reports for May.  He noted that non-envelope offering is different from 
last year as the definition of what non-envelope offering has been clarified.  It is cash left in the plate 
with no name or number provided.  Chris shared that the Fidelity financial advisor met with the Finance 
Committee so he could be introduced to everyone.   
 
Old business –  

• The employee handbook status is that we are still waiting for legal counsel’s review.   

• Fall VBS will only be the music camp. 
 
New business –  

• The Inspiration Academy decision – discussion: Fellowship Hall space is available on the days 
requested; no downside on the schedule or insurance coverage. Would like to see the insurance 
certificate.  Can we cook in the kitchen? If the meal is not open to the public or taken off the 
grounds, meals can be created and served in our kitchen. We need to know what to expect and what 
are our security issues might be. Is there an emergency plan for the school?  Chris made a motion to 
use allow TIA to use the facility on Mondays, Wednesdays and some Fridays and authorize creating 
an agreement with TIA.  Dottie seconded.  All in favor. Motion carried. Pastor would like Lisa to come 
to a Sunday Adult education hour to share information on TIA so the congregation is aware.  

• An email has been sent out to the congregation to see if there is any interest in the position formerly 
filled by Debbie V.  Lynn Ruby has also assisted with placing an ad with Indeed and Zip Recruiter.  15 
applications have been received.  Debbie & Chris will be interviewing for the position. 

• The question was asked as to how the Administrator of the church will report to Council?  Chris Lang 
has agreed to mentor and assist Debbie for a few months during her transition and during the 
training in of the new administrative assistant.  Debbie has agreed to initially update the Council 
weekly with an email of tasks completed, challenges she has come up against and progress on 
outstanding tasks. Eventually, this will become a monthly report to Council at our meetings. 

 

The next meeting of the Executive Council will be on Tuesday, July 19th in the Education Building, Rooms 

5 & 6.  The next meeting of the full Council will be on Tuesday, July 26 in the Education Building, Rooms 

5 & 6. 

Chris Lang made a motion to adjourn to Executive session.  Dennis Johnson seconded.  All were in favor. 

Motion was carried.  Guests departed. 

Chris Lang made a motion to adjourn the Council meeting at 12:42 pm.  Dottie Dudgeon seconded the 

motion.  All were in favor.  The motion was carried. 
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Respectfully submitted,  

Donna Hawkinson 

Recording Secretary 

Approved with amendment July 26, 2022 

 
 

Property Report – Dan Beck 

Church Exterior Painting 

The church outside painting is complete at a final Cost of $47,757.36. The bird spikes on the roof edges 

look like they are working. 

Church Repairs 

Dan worked with the locksmith and all the doors are now rekeyed.  

Lloyd contacted Moon Valley Plumbing and they were able to remove the obstruction in the drain pipe 

(outside the church office), insert a liner and put a sealant in the pipe to seal the leak. 

Dan replaced all the light bulbs in the light fixtures in the room west of the choir area, there is now light. 

Dan replaced all the furnace filters except the one for the mother’s room and the 2 restrooms. He was 

unable to locate where the filter is located. He called A Savings Air, the company that installed the new 

air handler. They came out and they couldn’t find the filter either. The new unit they installed has a 

washable filter but the duct work covers up the access panel. For $375 they will replace the 3 air intake 

vent screens with new ones that will hold filters. They will then remove the air filters from the attic area. 

This will allow someone to use a step ladder to open the vents and change the filters. This will make it 

much safer and no one will have to climb up into the attic again. 

The thermostat in the mother’s room was locked and set at 85 degrees and to heat not cool. While the 

repairman was there, he found someone had locked it with a code. He got lucky and was able to figure 

out what the lockout code was and we are now able to adjust the thermostat. 

The kitchen freezer is not cooling below 22 degrees and warms up to 30 degrees. Dan called Camelback 

Air and Refrigeration, they came out and added freon for $500. We should consider a new freezer. 

While working on the rekey project Dan noticed a few doors that should be replaced. The door panels 

are separating and/or rotting.  

Dan repaired 2 water leaks on the gravel road behind the tennis court. 

Dan was told there is a light fixture out in the Pastors office and one in the main office. Dan will try to 

figure out if the lights can be repaired. 

Lloyd was contacted by the sound proofing company and he should be receiving a quote soon for the 

acoustic panels for the (Fellowship) meeting hall. 

Church Carpeting, Pew Upholstering  
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Debbie is getting carpet samples from other companies but so far no one is impressed with any of the 

colors and patterns of the samples. The group is waiting to see if the pews can be repaired because if 

they can’t and the color changes it will affect which carpet they choose. 

Lawn Care 

Dan is still trying to find someone that is willing to do the lawn care and tree trimming on a weekly 

schedule. 

Church Parking Lot 

Dan still needs to get quotes on repairing and repainting the lines in the parking lot. 
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